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To explore planning options and identify priority actions 
related to the Howe Sound aquatic environment. 
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To explore planning options and identify priority actions 
related to the Howe Sound aquatic environment. 

2. Review vision, goals, issues, capacity and mission for Howe Sound 

3. Learn about planning approaches and products in other coastal areas 

5. Chart a course forward and identify next steps 

4. Identify priority actions and plans 

1. Connect with people, information, and opportunities 
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A Draft Vision for Howe Sound 
In 2050, residents and guests throughout the Howe Sound watershed are enjoying a healthy aquatic 
environment with abundant and diverse life, good water quality, pristine areas, and inspiring vistas. 
Healthy aquatic systems are contributing to a high quality of life for residents, enhancing their mental, 
physical, spiritual, and emotional health and wealth.   
 
Commitment to principles of interconnection, respect, and stewardship have established the area as a 
world leader in sustainability and innovation. Visitors from around the world are appreciating the 
incredible tourism opportunities associated with having an abundant and naturally beautiful ecosystem 
right next door to a major urban centre. Large and small businesses in a variety of sectors are producing 
strong profits and contributing to tax revenues through operational practices and technology that 
integrate financial prosperity with environmental and social values.    
 
While the area has grown in human population and use, and changes have occurred due to climatic and 
other factors, development has occurred under good management practices and technology.   
Governments, businesses, institutions, and civic associations have been able to produce effective, 
efficient, and adaptive plans and strategies through a unique partnership structure emphasizing good 
communication and the use of best available information and science. Laws, policies, spatial plans, 
treaties, and other agreements are supported by multiple parties, monitored, and enforced, providing 
clear goal posts for businesses and development.  The commitment of partners to find mutually beneficial 
solutions contributes to a climate and culture of stability, prosperity, and innovation. 
 
In 2050, participants in an April 2014 workshop are recognized and celebrated for the foundation they laid 
and the spirit they represented.   
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Draft Goals 
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revenues 
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Participants identified pressing issues 
άtƭŜŀǎŜ ƭƛǎǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŦŀŎƛƴƎ IƻǿŜ {ƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ 
it's marine/freshwater environment.έ όрн ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎύ 

Industrial development 
- Impact on marine environment  
- Impact on rivers and estuaries  
- LNG concerns 
- Increased shipping 
- Oil spills  

Urban development 
- Impact on marine environment 
- Impact on foreshore habitat 

Lack of awareness & information 
- Lack info on seabed biodiversity 
- Lack public awareness of biodiversity 
- Lack general awareness of maritime industry 

 

Protection of ecologically significant areas 
- Estuaries 
- Sponge Reefs 
- Rockfish populations 
- Lack of enforcement 
- Need more MPAs 

Recreation 
- Increased pressure on aquatic system 
- Need to be incorporated into planning 

Communication & Governance 
- Lack of integrated plan 
 

Other 
- Forest management  
- Need to support economic opportunities 
- Derelict vessels 
 

Climate Change 
- Impact on marine system 
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3. Learn about planning approaches and products in other coastal areas 

Strategic Marine Plans 
Action Plans 
Combined Spatial and Management Plans 
Decision Support Tools 

Dr. Andrew Day 

  
ÅThere are many available tools to aid planning 

 
ÅLeadership forums can help guide planning 
 

ÅThere are different approaches to planning 


